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Abstract

Recent generative models can produce images
that appear highly realistic, raising challenges in
distinguishing real and Al-generated images. Yet
existing detectors based on pre-trained feature
extractor tend to over-rely on global semantics,
limiting sensitivity to the critical micro-defects.
In this work, we propose Micro-Defects expose
Macro-Fakes (MDMF), a local distribution-aware
detection framework that amplifies micro-scale
statistical irregularities into macro-level distribu-
tional discrepancies. To avoid localized forensic
cues being diluted by plain aggregation, we in-
troduce a learnable Patch Forensic Signature that
projects semantic patch embeddings into a com-
pact forensic latent space. We then use Maximum
Mean Discrepancy (MMD) to quantify distribu-
tional discrepancies between generated and real
images. Our theory-grounded analysis shows that
patch-wise modeling yields provably larger dis-
crepancies when localized forensic signals are
present in generated images, enabling more reli-
able separation from real images. Extensive ex-
periments demonstrate that MDMF consistently
outperforms baseline detectors across multiple
benchmarks, validating its general effectiveness.

1. Introduction

Deep generative models have made rapid advances in recent
years (Ho et al., 2020; Saharia et al., 2022; Podell et al.,
2023; Lipman et al., 2022), with diffusion-based architec-
tures enabling the synthesis of highly realistic images from
natural language descriptions. Such advances now power
widely used platforms, including Stable Diffusion (Rom-
bach et al., 2022), DALL-E (Ramesh et al., 2022), and Mid-
journey. While this progress has accelerated creative high-
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Figure 1. Intuition behind Patch Forensic Signature (PFS). Left:
areal cat and a generated dog with plausible localized irregular-
ities (highlighted). Middle: global image-level detection aggre-
gates a semantic-dominant representation, inadvertently reducing
real/fake detection into semantic recognition (e.g., “cat vs. dog”).
PFS maps patch-wise representations into an artifact-dominant
forensic space, making subtle generation-induced statistical de-
viations more salient. MDMEF thus leverages their distributional
discrepancy to answer “real vs. fake”. Right: Label inversion
stress test. Global detection suffers a sharp performance drop un-
der inverted labels, whereas PFS remains stable, indicating PFS
shifting the decision from semantics to artifacts. (see Section 2.2)

quality content generation, it also raises significant concerns
regarding misinformation (Zhou et al., 2023), deepfakes
(Heidari et al., 2024), and digital forgery (Somepalli et al.,
2023). As modern generative models continue to improve in
visual fidelity, reliably distinguishing Al-generated images
from natural images becomes increasingly challenging and
essential, motivating increasing interests in Al-generated
image detection (Zhu et al., 2023b; Chen et al., 2024a).

Previous studies have achieved promising progress by ex-
ploiting artifacts left by generative processes (Wang et al.,
2023; Chen et al., 2024a; Ojha et al., 2023; Zhang et al.,
2025b). Most approaches adopt an image-level paradigm
and treat detection as global classification, either learning
discriminative features with supervision (Chen et al., 2024a;
Liu et al., 2024) or measuring deviations in frozen represen-
tation spaces (Ojha et al., 2023; He et al., 2024). However,
as modern diffusion models increasingly leave sparse and
localized forensic traces (Wang et al., 2024a; 2025), detec-
tors built upon pre-trained representations can over-rely on
global semantics, which reduces sensitivity to the micro-
scale defects that are most diagnostic of generation. Several
recent works have explored patch modeling to capture finer-
grained cues (Zhong et al., 2023; Liu et al., 2024; Choi
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et al., 2025). Nevertheless, when localized evidence is still
summarized by plain aggregation, subtle forensic cues can
remain diluted and the decision may continue to be driven
by semantics rather than generation-induced irregularities.
This naturally motivates a fundamental research question:
Can we learn representations that amplify micro-scale sta-
tistical irregularities into stable macro-level distributional
discrepancies for robust Al-generated image detection?

In this paper, we propose a distributional detection perspec-
tive grounded in localized forensic evidence. Concretely,
instead of representing an image with a single global feature
vector, we decompose it into local regions and analyze the
statistics of their features. This perspective is well matched
to modern generators, whose artifacts often manifest as
localized statistical shifts that are easily suppressed by uni-
form aggregation into global representations. To operational-
ize this idea, we introduce the Patch Forensic Signature
(PFS), a learnable patch-level representation tailored for
forensic analysis. PFS reparameterizes semantic patch em-
beddings into a dedicated forensic space that deemphasizes
semantic content while preserving, and amplifying subtle
statistical irregularities introduced by the generative process
(as illustrated in Figure 1 and discussed in Section 2.2).

Based on the Patch Forensic Signature, we propose Micro-
Defects expose Macro-Fakes (MDMF), a distributional
detection framework that transforms sparse, localized foren-
sic artifacts into reliable image-level signals. Specifically,
MDMF employs Maximum Mean Discrepancy (MMD)
(Gretton et al., 2012; Liu et al., 2020a) to quantify distribu-
tional discrepancy between patch-level PFS representations
of test images and those of reference real images (see Sec-
tion 2.3). The theoretical analysis proves that patch-wise
PFS modeling provably amplifies localized defects com-
pared to global aggregation, while the resulting empirical
MMD exhibits a positive separation between real and gen-
erated images under finite samples (see Section 2.4). This
analysis provides a principled explanation for why aggre-
gating localized evidence at the distribution level leads to
reliable separation, even when individual artifacts are weak.

We conduct extensive experiments to evaluate the effec-
tiveness and generalization of MDMEF. Our evaluation cov-
ers widely used benchmarks, including ImageNet (Deng
et al., 2009), LSUN-Bedroom (Yu et al., 2015), and Genlm-
age (Zhu et al., 2023b). Across them, MDMF consistently
achieves strong and stable detection performance, demon-
strating robustness to diverse generative architectures and
training paradigms. To further stress-test the method, we
conduct case studies on OpenSora-generated videos (Zheng
et al., 2024), where many existing detectors degrade substan-
tially, and show that MDMF still identifies stable forensic
signals and generalizes to emerging generators in this task.
In summary, our main contributions are listed as follows,

* We introduce a new perspective for Al-generated image
detection, modeling images as collections of localized
visual evidence and revealing that modern generative
artifacts manifest as subtle statistical deviations rather
than global inconsistencies. (Section 2.2)

* We propose the Patch Forensic Signature (PFS), a
learnable forensic representation that reparameterizes
semantic embeddings into a latent space designed to
suppress semantic invariances while preserving and
amplifying generative artifacts. (Section 2.3)

e We develop Micro-Defects expose Macro-Fakes
(MDMF), a distributional detection framework that
aggregates localized forensic evidence through MMD,
with theoretical analysis establishing provable separa-
tion between real and generated images. Experiments
across diverse benchmarks show the effectiveness and
generalization of MDMF. (Sections 2.4 and 3)

2. Micro-Defects Expose Macro-Fakes.

Preliminary. Let P denote the distribution of real images
defined on an image space X C R¥*WxC where H, W,
and C denote the image height, width, and number of chan-
nels. Given i.i.d. samples Sp = {x,}_; drawn from P,
the goal of Al-generated image detection is to determine
whether a test image ¢ originates from [P or from an alterna-
tive distribution Q introduced by those generative models.

2.1. Motivation

Recent advances in generative modeling have substantially
reduced perceptually salient artifacts. As a result, discrepan-
cies between real and generated images increasingly appear
as sparse, localized deviations rather than global inconsisten-
cies (Wang et al., 2024a; 2025). We refer to this regime as
Local Distributional Shifts. Most existing approaches adopt
an image-level paradigm and cast detection as global classifi-
cation (Ojha et al., 2023; Chen et al., 2024a; Tan et al., 2024).
However, these global representations are often dominated
by semantic content, which can bias real/fake decisions to-
ward semantic correlations rather than the localized forensic
deviations that are most diagnostic of generative process.

We analyze this limitation both conceptually and empiri-
cally. Conceptually, Figure 2(a) provides a mechanistic
view in which semantic content and generation artifacts
jointly contribute to the observed image. Global detectors
typically compress the image into a single representation
before predicting real/fake, which is often shaped primarily
by semantics. As a result, the detector is biased toward
semantic correlations rather than the forensic evidence that
motivates the real/fake detection. Empirically, we validate
this semantic bias using a label inversion toy experiment, as
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Figure 2. Motivation and Overview of the MDMF framework. (a) Global image-level detection compresses an image into a single
feature for real/fake classification, where semantic factors can dominate the decision through a confounding path. (5) MDMF instead
operates on patches and bases the prediction on distributional discrepancy, suppressing semantic interference and aligning the decision
with artifact-related signals. (¢) Given real and generated images, a frozen DINOv2 extracts patch representations, which are mapped by
the PFS into a forensic space. MDMF then measures the discrepancy between PFS distributions to produce the final detection score.

shown in Figure 1. We train a global image-level real/fake
classifier on a confounded split with real cats and generated
dogs, and evaluate it on the inverted split with real dogs and
generated cats. The global classifier exhibits a sharp perfor-
mance drop under label inversion, indicating its prediction
relies heavily on semantic cues instead of artifact evidence.

To mitigate semantic dominance, we seek a representation
that weakens the influence of global semantics while retain-
ing artifact-related cues. A natural step is to decompose
an image into local patches and operate on the resulting
patch representations. As illustrated in Figure 2(b), the
patch-wise formulation avoids collapsing the image into a
single globally pooled feature, which weakens the semantic
shortcut that can confound real/fake prediction under global
aggregation. However, generation-induced artifact patterns
are diverse and difficult to model explicitly, and patch em-
beddings from standard visual backbones are still heavily
influenced by semantics. This motivates us to learn a patch-
wise representation that suppresses semantic dominance
while preserving statistical deviations from the generation.

2.2. The Patch Forensic Signature

We introduce the Patch Forensic Signature (PFS), a learn-
able representation that reparameterizes semantic patch
embeddings into a dedicated forensic space. At a high
level, PFS suppresses semantic variation and accentuates
generation-induced statistical deviations, yielding signatures
that align more closely with artifact-driven evidence. We
next formalize PFS by first defining the extracted patch
signature field and then specifying the learnable projection.

Patch Signature Field. Let z € R7*WXC be an input
image. We leverage a pre-trained self-supervised vision
backbone (e.g., DINOv2 (Oquab et al., 2024)) to decompose
the image into a grid of K non-overlapping patch tokens:

E(z) = {e;(z) e RP},, ()

where D is the embedding dimension. While patch-wise
modeling weakens semantic shortcuts under global aggrega-
tion, e;(x) remain largely semantics-oriented, thus genera-
tive statistical cues are still not salient in this space. We then
introduce a learnable reparameterization into the forensic
space, defined as a compact latent space where semantic
variation is deemphasized while patch-wise statistical devia-
tions become more separable under the detection objective.

Definition 2.1. (Patch Forensic Signature (PFS).) Given
a patch embedding e;(x), we define a learnable projection
function ¢g : RP — R? parameterized by a lightweight
Multilayer Perceptron (MLP), to map semantic embeddings
into a compact forensic latent space. We refer to the mapped
representation as the Patch Forensic Signature (PFS):

z;(z) = ¢go(ei(x)) € R )

Consequently, the image x is represented by a set of signa-
ture vectors Zg(z) = [z1(2),...,zx(2)]T € REX4 Our
later experiments and analysis will show that, under a suit-
able learning objective (e.g., Eq. 5), this mapping plays a
central role by learning to reparameterize patch-level repre-
sentations into a dedicated forensic space that deemphasizes
semantic variation while preserving and amplifying subtle
statistical irregularities introduced by the generative process.

2.3. Exploring PFS for Detecting AI-Generated Images

PFS provides patch-wise signatures that emphasize artifact-
related statistical cues, yet the resulting evidence remains
spatially sparse even in the PFS space. A plain image-level
pooling over PFS signatures can still average out these lo-
calized cues, making reliable detection difficult for highly
realistic generations. This motivates a distributional per-
spective, where we compare the distributions of patch sig-
natures between real and generated images to emphasize
subtle statistical irregularities. To operationalize this idea,
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Algorithm 1 Training MDMF

1: Input: Training real images SE", generated images S@T; pro-
jection head ¢g; deep kernel k., ; regularization \; learning
rate n

: Initialize w < {60, Y0}

cfort=1,2,...,T do

Sample mini-batches {xs}12; ~ SE™ and {ys}£; ~ S§

Form PES vectors Zg(z) + [21(xp),...,2x(x)]" ,

Zo(ys) + [21(yp),- - 2 (o)) ,

6:  Compute unbiased MMD M (w) <+ mu(sg, SE kw)

using Eqn. 3
Estimate variance &?{1 using Eqn. 6

M(w)

/6%, +A

Optimize test-power objective Jx(w) using

Eqn. 5
9: w<¢+ w+nVadamJr(w)
10: end for

11: Output: Trained projection head ¢g+ and kernel k=

Algorithm 2 Detecting Images with MDMF

1: Input: Reference real images Sp¢; test images S*°; trained
¢po~; kernel k,,«; threshold 7

: Build reference PFS vector Zg(x) from z ~ Sp°

: for j € S* do

Zo(y) « [21(9), - 2 (9)]

Svome(§) < MMD,, (Sg°, {§}; kw=) using Eqn. 7

f(@) < I(Smome(y) > 7) using Eqn. 8

: end for

: Output: Predictions {f(9)}

T

we adopt the kernel two-sample testing framework via Max-
imum Mean Discrepancy (MMD) (Gretton et al., 2012).
MMD quantifies distributional discrepancy through kernel
mean embeddings in a reproducing kernel Hilbert space
(RKHS), where small but systematic deviations across lo-
cal observations can accumulate into a stable image-level
signal (Liu et al., 2020a). Building on PFS and MMD, we
establish the Micro-Defects expose Macro-Fakes (MDMF)
framework, which transforms sparse patch-level forensic
cues into reliable detection scores, as shown in Figure 2 (c).

MMD Formulation. Consider two arbitrary sets of images
Sp = {z, )0, ~Pand Sgp = {ym}_; ~ Q. To mea-
sure the distance between distributions P and Q, we employ
an unbiased U-statistic estimator for the squared MMD,

_—2 1
MMD,, (Sp, Sg; k) := NE-D >oHy; o 3
1#]
Hij = k(zi, v5) + k(yi, y;) — k(2i,y5) — k(yi, 25),

Where2k denotes the kernel of a RKHS. The similar
l\mb = % Zij H;; is the squared MMD between the
empirical distributions of Sp and Sgp (Liu et al., 2020a).
According to the null hypothesis testing framework (Gret-
ton et al., 2012), under the null hypothesis o : P = Q,

2
MMD,, () should be close to zero, while strictly positive un-
der the alternative hypothesis £ : P # Q. Leveraging this,
we design following optimization and detection protocols.

Optimization Protocol. We construct S by aggregating
real training images and S@T from generated training images.
We ideally expect to correctly reject $)g and derive $); : P #
Q. i.e., St and S@” come from different distributions. To
enhance discriminative power, we utilize a deep Gaussian
kernel (Liu et al., 2020a) with bandwidth ~ for MMD:

1Zo(x) — Zo(y)|I3
- T ) . @

(@) = exp (

Simply maximizing mi can be problematic if the vari-
ance of the statistic also increases, leading to unstable gradi-
ents. Following the test power maximization principle (Gret-
ton et al., 2012), we optimize the parameters w = {6,~},
namely the projection weights in ¢y and kernel bandwidth,
to maximize the regularized test power criterion:

—'
MMD, (St, S8 k.,
max Jy(SE, SY s k.,) = u(Sp ), 5)

where &12% is the estimated MMD variance under 1 :
2 2
4N N 4 N N
~A2 _
=2 () s (X
i=1 \j=1 i=1 j=1
(6)

Detection Protocol. With the learned parameters w*, we
apply MMD with the biased estimator to detect individual
test images by quantifying their PFS distributional devia-
tion from a set of reference images, following recent works
(Zhang et al., 2024b; 2025a) demonstrate MMD’s effective-
ness in single-sample detection. Given a set of reference
images {x,}f* | and a test §, we compute the MDMF score:

R
L 2 . 1
Snovie(§) =MMD; (e, {7} ko) = 73 >

ror/=1

R
’ o~ 2 r -
'kw* (x(r)vx(r )) + kw* (Zhy) o E Z kw* (I( )7y)
r=1
)

Hence, we can formalize the following detection model f(-)
to determine whether a given input image ¥ is generated:

. Generated,
(@) = {Real’

if Svpmr(9) > T,
otherwise,

®)

Algorithm 1 and 2 summarize the training and testing
pipelines of MDMF. While our method performs detection
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by measuring distributional discrepancies via MMD, its ef-
fectiveness fundamentally relies on PFS extracting artifact-
sensitive patch-level evidence that is often weakened in
global image representations (see theoretical analysis in
Section 2.4 and detailed empirical analysis in Section 3).

2.4. Theoretical Analysis

In this section, we provide theoretical justification for
MDMF’s detection mechanism. First, we show that PFS am-
plifies sparse localized deviations that tends to be diluted in
global image-level detection (Propositions 2.4 and 2.5). Sec-
ond, we establish that MMD on PFS converts this amplified
shift into reliable real/fake separation (Proposition 2.6 and
Theorem 2.7). We begin with the modeling assumptions.

Assumption 2.2. Real images {x,,}Y_; are i.i.d. sampled
from distribution P, and generated images {y,,}_, are
i.i.d. sampled from distribution Q. Given any real or gen-
erated image, we extract K non-overlapping patch embed-
dings {e;}X, C RP using a fixed pre-trained encoder
(e.g., DINOv2). Each patch embedding follows a o.-sub-
Gaussian distribution (Wainwright, 2019) in RP.

Assumption 2.3 (Sparse Defect Model). For a generated
image y, we assume each patch embedding is

€;(y) = Wi + aiSiMyetects )

where u; ~ 8G(0,021p), a; ~ Bernoulli(p) indicates
whether the patch is defective, and s; € {+1, —1} is an inde-
pendent Rademacher variable with P(s; = +1) = P(s; =
—1) = 1/2. Hence E[e;(y)] = 0 but defective patches
elevates second-order energy. For real images, e;(z) = u;.

Assumption 2.2 follows common practice in representation
analysis works (Wang et al., 2024b; Zhang et al., 2025a;
2024a), while Assumption 2.3 aligns with sparse-artifact ob-
servations in generated images (Wang et al., 2024a; 2025).
Under these assumptions, we then establish that PFS ampli-
fies localized defects into a detectable distributional shift.

Proposition 2.4. Assume ¢y is twice differentiable at 0
with Hessian H,(0) € R>*P>*P . Under Assumption 2.3,

let Apps = EQ[¢g(ei(y))] — ]Ep[(ﬁ@(e,(l‘))] . Then the
leading-order PFS mean shift satisfies

APFS ~ BQ(“defect)’ (10)

2

where Q(p) € R? denotes the Hessian-induced quadratic
form of ¢y evaluated along direction p, i.e., [Q(”)]e =
w ' V2pg (0, for ¢ = 1,...,d. In particular, if
Q(Hdetect) 7 0. then || Apps||2 > 0 for any p > 0.
Proposition 2.5. Under Assumption 2.3 and Proposi-
tion 2.4, we define the global-pooled leading order shift as
Agiobar := Eq[de(e(y))] — Epldo(&(x))], where &(x) =
= ZZK:1 e;(x). Then the leading-order shifts satisfy:

|Aprs|lz = K || Agobatll2 > [[Aglobatll2,  (11)

Notably, Proposition 2.5 does not imply unbounded gains
as the number of patches increases. When finite-sample
estimation and patch-resolution effects are taken into ac-
count, the patch advantage admits an optimal granularity,
as observed in Section 3.3 and analyzed in Appendix A.4.
We next quantify how the amplified PFS shift manifests as
a measurable population MMD gap between P and Q.

Proposition 2.6. Let k, (-, -) be a Gaussian kernel where w
denotes the set of projection weights 0 and kernel bandwidth
~. Under Proposition 2.4 and a Gaussian surrogate in PFS

_—2
space, the population MMD between P and Q satisfies:

2
MMD (P, Q; k) =

2 K 2

0 K||Aprs]ls
2 —— 1-— _——= 12
(72+20§) { eXp( 2(v2+202)) |’ (12

where o2 denotes the isotropic proxy variance of the Gaus-

2
sian surrogate in PFS space. MMD (P, Q; k,,) is strictly
positive for || Aprg||2 > 0 and is monotonically increasing.

Building on Proposition 2.6, we derive the following finite-
sample concentration guarantees for practical detection.

Theorem 2.7. Let S, = {x;}M, P obe a reference
set of real images and S; = {y; }5\7:1 be test images, let
A =72+ 202. Forany § € (0, 1), with probability at least
1 — 6, the following holds:

(Case I: Real test image). If S; ES P,

2 1 1 2
< — + — —.
MMD,, (Sy, S¢) < 01(02,7)\/(M + N) log 5 (13)

Finite-sample fluctuation

(Case II: Generated test image). If S; =" Q,

Kd
g 2\ = 2
MMD, (S, S;) > 2 C\) [1 —exp (—K”A;\FS”?)}

Artifact-induced signature shift

1 1 2
— CQ(O’Z,’}/)\/(M + N) log g .

Finite-sample error

(14)

Interpretation. Theorem 2.7 establishes that the empirical
MMD concentrates around its population value with devia-
tion scaling as O(1/1/M + 1/N). For real test images, the
population MMD vanishes and empirical values reflect only
finite-sample fluctuations. For generated images, Proposi-
tion 2.6 guarantees a positive gap scaling with || Apps||3.
When this population separation dominates, real images
yield systematically smaller MMD scores than generated
ones, justifying reliable detection for Al-generated images.
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Table 1. Detection performance (%) on ImageNet. Bold numbers are superior results. We mainly compare training-based methods.

Methods ADM ADMG LDM DiT BigGAN GigaGAN StyleGAN XL RQ-Transformer ~ Mask GIT Average

AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC () AP (1)
CNNspot (Wang et al., 2020) 6225 63.13 63.28 62.27 63.16 64.81 6285 61.16 8571 8493 74.85 7145 6841 68.67 6183 6291 6098 61.69 67.04 66.78
Ojha (Ojha et al., 2023) 83.37 8295 79.60 78.15 8035 79.71 8293 81.72 93.07 9277 8745 84.88 8536 83.15 8519 8422 90.82 90.71 85.35 84.25
DIRE (Wang et al., 2023) 51.82 5029 53.14 5296 52.83 5184 5467 5510 51.62 50.83 50.70 5027 5095 51.36 5595 5483 5258 52.10 5270 52.18
NPR (Tan et al., 2024) 85.68 80.86 84.34 79.79 9198 8696 86.15 81.26 89.73 8446 8221 7820 84.13 7873 80.21 73.21 89.61 84.15 86.00 80.84
PatchCraft (Zhong et al., 2023) 81.83 79.65 70.88 69.36 68.47 6519 7538 7329 99.85 99.26 98.55 9791 9633 9625 91.28 91.47 9256 92.17 86.13 84.95
DRCT (Chen et al., 2024a) 90.26 90.07 8574 83.85 90.24 89.88 8827 89.06 95.87 9499 86.89 86.12 89.11 8839 9238 9241 9444 9447  90.36 89.92
FatFormer (Liu et al., 2024) 91.77 9036 83.58 83.17 92.58 92.06 86.93 85.14 98.76 9847 97.65 98.02 97.64 97.57 96.55 9596 97.65 97.27  93.68 93.11
F-ConV (Zhang etal., 2025b) 9274 91.65 8851 87.67 88.87 8847 8594 84.88 98.94 98.98 98.14 9872 98.52 9838 9679 9633 9552 9538 9377 9338
MDMF 92,56 93.57 88.86 90.16 94.63 97.35 88.89 94.48 99.93 99.94 9899 99.52 98.76 99.41 98.84 9946 99.40 99.72  95.65 97.07

100
AUROC
- AP 92.9392.99

Real

"NONCINEACE
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Figure 3. Examples visualization and performance comparison on OpenSora.

(a) Examples of Real and Fake videos

3. Experiments
3.1. Experimental Setup

We provide detailed experimental setups in Appendix B.

Datasets. Following previous works (Wang et al., 2020;
Zhang et al., 2025b), we evaluate our MDMEF on the fol-
lowing benchmarks: ImageNet (Deng et al., 2009), LSUN-
Bedroom (Yu et al., 2015), GenImage (Zhu et al., 2023b).
To further assess generalization to generators beyond image
benchmarks, we additionally conduct a case study on videos
generated by OpenSora (Zheng et al., 2024). Specifically,
we sample 3,275 generated videos and extract 10 frames per
video, resulting in 32,750 frames and treat them as gener-
ated images. For real data, we sample the same number of
natural videos and frames on MSR-VTT (Xu et al., 2016).

Baselines and Evaluation Metrics. We compare our
MDMF with the following training-based detection base-
lines in the main experiments: CNNspot (Wang et al.,
2020), Ojha (Ojha et al., 2023), DIRE (Wang et al., 2023),
PatchCraft (Zhong et al., 2023), NPR (Tan et al., 2024),
DRCT (Chen et al., 2024a), FatFormer (Liu et al., 2024),
F-ConV (Zhang et al., 2025b). Following (Zhang et al.,
2025b), we adopt the following metrics: (1) average preci-
sion (AP); (2) area under the receiver operating characteris-
tic curve (AUROC) and (3) classification accuracy (ACC).

Implementation Details. Following previous studies
(Ojha et al., 2023; Liu et al., 2024), we apply random crop-
ping and random horizontal flipping at training, while center
cropping at testing, both with no other augmentations. To
balance detection performance and efficiency, we adopt
DINOvV2 ViT-L/14 (Oquab et al., 2024) to extract patch
embeddings and pool the patch size to W = 32 for PFS

90 8.7
8581

7917
7851 7750 7730

7420
7215

6178 6132
5

55,96 56:94

Detection Performance (%)

DIRE CNNspot NPR FatFormer PatchCraft Ojha DRCT F-ConV MDMF(ours)

(b) Detection Performance on OpenSora

computation in main experiments. The projection ¢y and
kernel bandwidth + are jointly trained during optimization.

3.2. Main Results

Detection performance comparison with baselines. Ta-
ble 1 reports detection performance on the ImageNet bench-
mark across nine generative models spanning diffusion mod-
els, GANSs, and autoregressive transformers. MDMF demon-
strates consistently strong performance across all evaluated
generators, indicating robust generalization under diverse
generative mechanisms. Notably, MDMF shows particu-
larly strong performance on recent diffusion-based models,
which are known to produce highly realistic images with
sparse and localized artifacts that challenge existing de-
tectors. These results validate that our PFS distributional
modeling effectively captures the subtle, localized foren-
sic signals characteristic of modern generative paradigms.
Beyond diffusion models, MDMF also maintains compet-
itive performance on earlier generative paradigms. This
consistent behavior further demonstrates MDMF effectively
captures generator-agnostic forensic artifacts and amplifies
micro-scale defects into robust macro-level detection signals
across both emerging and conventional generative models.

Case Study on OpenSora-Generated Content. We further
evaluate MDMEF on a challenging case study using frames
sampled from OpenSora (Zheng et al., 2024), a recent video
generation model that is not seen during training. Figure 3(a)
shows the advanced diffusion-generated videos with strong
temporal consistency introduced by OpenSora, resulting in
frames that are globally coherent and largely free of percep-
tual artifacts. As illustrated in Figure 3(b), while several
competitive baselines exhibit notable performance degrada-
tion, MDMEF still maintains robust detection performance
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Table 2. Ablation study of key components on ImageNet. Vari-
ants without MMD are trained with a BCE objective, while PFS
modeling without MMD pluses a lightweight attention head for
aggregation. See Appendix C.2 for detailed implementations.

PFS Modeling  MMD Optimization Average
AUROC (1) AP (1)
Global Pooling
X X 90.14 93.33
X v 86.53 92.18
PFS Modeling
v X 9322 9534
v v 95.65 97.07

on OpenSora-generated frames. This contrast indicates that
the distributional modeling of MDMEF captures localized
forensic signatures that persist even under substantial do-
main shifts, enabling effective generalization to emerging
video generation paradigms that are unseen during training.

3.3. Ablation and Further Analysis
We provide detailed results and discussions in Appendix C.

Ablation Study of Core Components in MDMEF. Table 2
analyzes the contribution of PFS modeling and MMD op-
timization in MDME. For variants without MMD, we train
binary classifiers with a standard BCE loss. In particular,
the PFS w/o MMD variant uses a lightweight attention head
to pool patch-wise PES into an image-level score (details
in the Appendix B). Notably, even without MMD optimiza-
tion, attention aggregated PFS still achieves competitive
performance, indicating that the forensic reparameteriza-
tion already suppresses semantic dominance and highlights
generation-related cues. In contrast, the effect of MMD is
strongly dependent on the underlying representation. When
applied to global pooling, MMD fails to yield performance
gains, whereas combining MMD with PFS leads to a clear
improvement. This is consistent with MMD serving as
a complementary amplifier when patch-wise forensic evi-
dence is preserved in the PFS space, rather than when it is
diluted by the semantics-dominant global representations.

Effect of Patch Granularity. To evaluate the effect of patch
granularity, we vary the patch size W while keeping other
settings fixed. Figure 4(a) shows a non-monotonic depen-
dence on W. While always above baselines, performance
improves as W increases from small values and degrades
when W becomes overly large. This trend supports Proposi-
tion 2.5, which predicts a finite optimal granularity rather
than a monotonic behavior. Coarse partitions (e.g., W = 56)
provide insufficient spatial resolution to capture sparse lo-
cal shifts, while fine partitions (e.g., W = 16) weaken the
forensic evidence within each patch and introduce higher
variance in distributional comparison. These results indicate

98 100
AUROC = F-ConV 97.33

- AP
0665 ---- F-ConV

S

96.37
96.32
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Figure 4. Further analysis of design choices. (a) Sensitivity to
patch size W; (b) Robustness to DINOv2 backbone variants.

that PFS modeling benefits from an intermediate granularity
that balances localized sensitivity with reliable estimation.

Robustness to Encoder Architecture. To evaluate sensi-
tivity to the feature extractor, we instantiate MDMF with
multiple DINOv2 backbone variants and compare it with
F-ConV under the same setting. As shown in Figure 4(b),
MDMF consistently achieves higher detection performance
across all evaluated encoders, demonstrating robustness to
the underlying backbone choice. MDMF maintains an ad-
vantage with smaller backbones (e.g., ViT-S/14), and con-
tinues to improve as the backbone is scaled up, whereas
F-ConV exhibits non-monotonic behavior and degrades on
the largest encoder (e.g., ViT-G/14). This contrast suggests
that the proposed PFS representation provides robust foren-
sic signals that transfer effectively across encoder scales,
leading to a more stable behavior under backbone scaling.

Qualitative Visualization of Localized Forensic Cues.
To better understand how MDMEF detects highly realistic
samples, Figure 5 visualizes representative real images and
category-matched generated images produced by ADM, to-
gether with Grad-CAM heatmaps from different models
where warmer colors indicate a higher predicted probabil-
ity of being fake. First, we can observe that the generated
images exhibit strong semantic coherence and high visual
fidelity. Consistently, the global pooling visualization pri-
marily highlights semantically salient regions, such as object
boundaries and high-contrast textures, indicating similar pat-
terns for real and generated images and limited sensitivity
to sparse local artifacts. In contrast, MDMF produces more
localized responses on generated images and assigns higher
activation to regions that plausibly contain subtle genera-
tive irregularities, while producing more diffuse patterns
on real images. This reflects a pronounced distributional
discrepancy between real and generated samples in the PFS
space, which provides a strong basis for MMD to elaborate
a stable image-level detection signal. These visualizations
align with our theoretical analysis and quantitative results,
suggesting MDMF can surface localized forensic evidence
that is suppressed by semantic-dominated global features.
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Input Global

®

MDMEF (ours)

Global

Figure 5. Qualitative visualization of localized forensic evidence. We compare representative real images and category-matched
generated images with Grad-CAM, where warmer colors indicate higher predicted likelihood of being fake. Global-pooling baseline
primarily highlights semantically salient regions with similar patterns for real and generated samples, whereas MDMF shows localized
responses on generated images and diffuse activations on real images, consistent with capturing subtle generation-induced irregularities.

4. Related Work
4.1. Generative Models for Image Generation

Early image generation methods, including GANs (Brock,
2018; Karras et al., 2019), VAEs (Kingma & Welling,
2013; Sohn et al., 2015), have established the foundation
of modern generative models but often exhibited visible
artifacts. Diffusion models have since become the domi-
nant paradigm, achieving strong fidelity (Ho et al., 2020;
Saharia et al., 2022). Representative diffusion families in-
clude DDPM (Ho et al., 2020; Nichol & Dhariwal, 2021),
ADM (Dhariwal & Nichol, 2021), LDM (Rombach et al.,
2022), SDXL (Podell et al., 2023), and DiT (Peebles &
Xie, 2023). These advances have also enabled widely
deployed text-to-image systems like Glide (Nichol et al.,
2021), Wukong (Gu et al., 2022), and Midjourney. Recent
video-generation systems such as Sora (Brooks et al., 2024)
and OpenSora (Zheng et al., 2024) further raise generation
quality, which can produce individual frames as challenging
synthetic images. As generative models evolve, artifacts
become weak and sparse (Wang et al., 2024a; 2025), which
motivates us to amplify localized distributional deviations.

4.2. AI-Generated Image Detection

The rapid improvement of generative models has created an
urgent demand for reliable Al-generated image detection.
Early detectors mainly train image-level binary classifiers,
as exemplified by CNNSpot (Wang et al., 2020). To bet-
ter generalize across unseen generators, Ojha (Ojha et al.,
2023) trains detectors in CLIP space for transfer, DIRE

(Wang et al., 2023) uses diffusion reconstruction error as a
detection feature. DRCT (Chen et al., 2024a) learns from
diffusion reconstructions and contrastive hard samples to
enhance robustness, F-ConV (Zhang et al., 2025b) exploits
manifold geometry with flow-based extrusion. Motivated by
the increasing sparsity of generative artifacts, some meth-
ods shift to patch-level evidence. PatchCraft (Zhong et al.,
2023) enhances texture traces via smash and reconstruction,
FatFormer (Liu et al., 2024) adapts CLIP features with a
forgery-aware transformer. However, they still summarize
patch evidence via plain aggregation, diluting sparse foren-
sic cues. We instead learn patch forensic signatures and
measure the distributional discrepancy for robust detection.

5. Conclusion

In this paper, we present a distributional perspective for
Al-generated image detection by modeling an image as a
collection of localized visual evidence. Building on this
view, we introduce Patch Forensic Signature (PFS), a
learnable forensic representation that reparameterizes se-
mantic embeddings into a latent space to suppress semantic
invariances while amplifying generative artifacts. We fur-
ther propose Micro-Defects expose Macro-Fakes (MDMF),
which measures distributional discrepancy over PFS via
MMD to aggregate localized evidence into stable image-
level detection signals, and we provide theoretical analysis
that establishes the advantage of PFS and the separation be-
tween real and generated images. Extensive experiments on
multiple benchmarks with detailed ablations and analyses
demonstrate the effectiveness and generalization of MDMF.
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Impact Statement

This paper advances Al-generated image detection by mod-
eling localized forensic cues and amplifying them via a
distributional perspective. The potential positive impact is
to support content integrity, provenance, and moderation
by helping identify synthetic imagery, which may reduce
misuse such as misinformation and fraud. However, detec-
tion methods can incentivize evasion and contribute to an
arms race between generation and detection. In addition,
false positives and false negatives may have downstream
costs in real-world settings, especially under distribution
shift or post-processing. We therefore recommend careful
evaluation across domains and deployment with human over-
sight, ideally alongside complementary provenance mecha-
nisms such as watermarking or metadata-based verification.
Overall, we believe the broader impacts are consistent with
established synthetic media detection research.
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Reproducibility Statement

To facilitate reproducibility, we summarize key experimental details and provide the necessary resources in the submitted
supplementary materials.

* Datasets. All benchmarks used in this paper are publicly available. We evaluate on ImageNet (Deng et al., 2009),
LSUN-Bedroom (Yu et al., 2015), and Genlmage (Zhu et al., 2023b) following standard protocols in prior Al-generated
image detection works (Zhang et al., 2025b). For our stress test, we construct an OpenSora-generated dataset by
sampling videos from the GenVideo’s (Chen et al., 2024b) OpenSora (Zheng et al., 2024) subset and extracting frames,
and use MSR-VTT (Xu et al., 2016) as the corresponding real-video source (details in Appendix B.1).

¢ Assumption. Our method follows the common training-based detection setting adopted by prior detectors (Chen
et al., 2024a; Liu et al., 2024), where a detector is trained on a designated training set and then evaluated on multiple
generators and benchmarks for generalization. We keep the training pipeline consistent across all experiments.

* Open source. We include our source code in the submitted supplementary materials. The release contains training and
evaluation scripts and pretrained checkpoints where applicable to reproduce our results.

* Environment. Experiments are conducted on a single NVIDIA H200 GPU using Python 3.10.19 and PyTorch 2.9.1.
Key hyperparameters (optimizer, learning rate, batch size, epochs, patch granularity, etc.) are reported in Appendix B.3.

A. Theoretical Analysis
A.l. Preliminaries and Modeling Assumptions

This section provides the probabilistic tools and regularity conditions used in our proofs. We formalize (i) sub-Gaussian
patch embeddings, (ii) weak spatial dependence across patches (used only when relating patchwise and global pooling), and
(iii) second-order regularity of the PFS mapping.

Sub-Gaussian random vectors. A random vector X € R™ is called o-sub-Gaussian if for all unit vectors v € S™ ! and
allt e R,

E[exp (tu” (X — ]E[X}))} < exp(gztz> . (15)

We denote by SG(p, 0%I) a o-sub-Gaussian distribution with mean g and isotropic proxy covariance o>1.

Extracted patch embeddings. Real images are i.i.d. from [P and generated images are i.i.d. from Q. Given an image, we
extract K non-overlapping patch embeddings {e;}X, C RP from a fixed pre-trained encoder (e.g., DINOv2). Throughout
the analysis, we assume each patch embedding is o.-sub-Gaussian:

e;(zr) ~ SG(0,021p), e;(y) follows the sparse-defect model in Assumption 2.3.

Weak spatial dependence across patches. Within one image, patch embeddings may exhibit spatial correlation. To

quantify this, we model {e;}/<, as an a-mixing sequence. Let | be the o-algebra generated by {ey, ..., e;} and %,
generated by {€;1¢, ..., ex }. The a-mixing coefficient is
a(f) ;= sup sup IP(AN B) — P(A)P(B)|. (16)

t  AcF}, BeF[E,
We assume exponential mixing:
a(l) < Cpe %" for some constants Cy, cq > 0. 17
This assumption is only used to control covariance shrinkage after global pooling.
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Effective sample size. Define an effective patch count

1 1 o2 A
TRt e (K —0) B(0), (18)
€ =1

where 3(¢) upper-bounds cross-patch covariance contribution at lag ¢ (e.g., 5(¢) o «(¢)" for some i € (0, 1] under standard
mixing-to-covariance bounds). Under exponential mixing (17), > ,~, 8(¢) < oo and thus K. = O(K) (i.e., it scales
linearly with K up to constants). -

PFS mapping and second-order regularity. Let ¢y : R” — R? be the learnable patch forensic signature (PFS) mapping,
and write g9 = (¢g.1,...,00.4)-

Assumption A.1 (Locally Smooth PFS Mapping (Second-order)). There exist constants L, M, R > 0 and a neighborhood
& C RP containing the typical support mass of both real and generated patch embeddings such that for all e € &,

| Js(e)]lop < L, V2pg.e(e)|lop < M forall £ =1,...,d, (19)

and the second-order Taylor remainder satisfies, for each /,
R
|Be(e)| < 5 llellz: (20)

where Ry(e) is the remainder term in the expansion of ¢y ,(e) around 0.
Remark A.2. Assumption A.1 is mild when ¢y is implemented with smooth activations (e.g., GELU or tanh) and embeddings

are {»-normalized, which effectively restricts e to a compact region. The Hessian bound ensures the second-order term is
controlled, and (20) formalizes that higher-order terms are negligible in the leading-order analysis.
A.2. Proof of Proposition 2.4
Proof. We prove (10) by a second-order Taylor expansion.
Recall the definition of Apps:
Aprs = Eq[¢o(ei(y))] — Ep[oo(ei(z))].
Under Assumption 2.3, we have
€ (ZL’) = Uy, €; (y) =W + S Mgefect
where u; ~ SG(0,02Ip), a; ~ Bernoulli(p), and s; is Rademacher independent of u;, a;.
First, we compute the mean of generated patch embeddings:
E[ei (y)} = E[ul] + E[a‘isi] Hdefect
= 0+ E[a;]E[$:] taefoct (by independence of a; and s;)
=p 0- Hdefect = 0,
and similarly E[e;(x)] = E[u;] = 0. Hence any leading-order shift cannot arise from the linear (Jacobian) term.

Compute Second-order Taylor expansion of ¢9. Let ¢g = (dg.1,- .., Ps.q4). For each output coordinate ¢ € {1,...,d},
since ¢y is twice differentiable at 0, a second-order Taylor expansion around 0 yields

gi)g,e(e) = (i)g’[(()) + V(ﬁ()’g(O)Te + %eTVQQS”(O)e =+ Rz(e), 21)

where the remainder Ry(e) = o(||e[|3) as ||e[|2 — 0.

Apply (21) to e = e;(y) and e = e;(x) and take expectations:
Eq [¢0.e(ei(y))] = ¢6,6(0) + Vg (0) "Ele; (y)] + %E[ei(y)TV%e,e(O)ei(y)} +E[Re(ei(y))], (22)

Ep [(bg,g(e,;(x))] = ¢97g(0) + V¢975(0)TE[61($)] + %E[ei(I)TV2¢975(O)ei(x)] + E[R((el(l‘))} (23)

13
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Subtracting (23) from (22), the constant terms cancel. Since Ele;(y)] = E[e;(z)] = 0, so the linear terms also vanish.
Therefore,

Avvs. 1= Bo[60.(ei(v))] — B [do.c(er(2))] = 5 (Bles(u) Heer(y)] ~ Eles(@) Hees(a)]) +cor 24

where we write Hy := V2¢97 ¢(0) and group the remainder difference into

€0 := E[R¢(e;(y))] — E[Re(e;(x))], which is higher order.

We now compute the difference E[e " Hye] under z and y.
Under the real distribution, e;(z) = u;:
Ele;(z) " Heei(z)] = Elu] How).
Under the generated distribution, e;(y) = u; + @;SiMgefect
Elei(y) " Heei(y)] = E [(ui + QiSiltdetect) | He(Wi + aisiudefect)]
= Efu; How] + 2 E[0;8i] E[ptdegece Hewi] + E[(0i5:)%] Betect Hebetect- (25)
Here we used bilinearity of the quadratic expansion and independence to separate expectations in the cross term, so we have
Ela;s;] = E[a;]E[s;] = p- 0 =0,
so the cross term in (25) vanishes. Moreover, since s? = 1 and a; € {0, 1}, we have (a;s;)?> = a; and therefore
E[(ais)?] = Elai] = p.
Plugging these into (25) yields
Elei(y) " Heei(y)] = E[u] How] + p pdetect Heldetect
= Elei(z) " Heei ()] + p Bdetect HePaetect

Hence,
Elei(y) " Heei(y)] — Eles(x) " Hees (2)] = p Mdotect Helactoet (26)

Substituting (26) into (24) and ignoring higher-order remainders €, gives the leading-order approximation

P P
APFS% ~ § l"’gefectvz(b@,f (O)l"’defect = § [Q(“defect)]f7 t=1,....d

Stacking ¢ = 1,...,d proves

Apps ~ g QKdefect )
which is exactly (10).
If Q(pgefect) 7 0 and p > 0, then
Apps ~ g Q(Hdetect) 7 0,
and thus ||Aprsl|2 > 0, which completes the proof. O

A.3. Proof of Proposition 2.5

Proof. We show that global pooling dilutes the same second-order defect signature by a factor 1/K, hence || Appg||2 &~
K || Agiobal||2 at leading order.

Recall the definition of the global pooled embeddings:

1 & 1 &
e(r) = I Zei(x)a e(y) = I Zez(y)

14
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Under Assumption 2.3,
ei(r) =ui,  €(y) = Wi + aiSitaofect-
Similar to the proof of Proposition 2.4, if we simply adopt the linearity of expectation:

1 & 1 &
Mawhagiﬁ%w=07 EE@»:?EZMW+ﬂWW®MJ:0

i=1

Thus, as in Proposition 2.4, the leading-order shift arises from second-order terms. For each coordinate ¢, we apply the same
second-order expansion at O:

00.0(€) = ¢p.4(0) + Vg (0) & + %éTHzé + Re(e), Hy= V¢ ,(0).

According to Appendix A.2, taking expectations and subtracting between y and x, the constant and linear terms cancel since
Ele(y)] = Ele(x)] = 0:

1 ~
Agiobar.e := Ea[60.(8(y))] — Ez[s0.(2(x))] = 5 ()T Heo()] — Ble(w) T Hed(@)]) + e, 27)
where €, collects higher-order remainder differences.
Then we reduce the pooled quadratic forms to covariances. Since E[e(z)] = Ele(y)] = 0, we use E[v' Av] =
tr(A Cov(v)) to write
Efe(y) " Hee(y)] ~ Ele(x)  Hye(x)] = tx{ Hy (Cov(e(y)) ~ Cov(e(a))) ). e8)

We expand the covariance of the pooled embedding, since € = % Efil e;., then
Cov(e) = E[(é —Efe]) (e — E[é])q
K K
1 1 T
=E| (5 2o~ Eled)) (5 Xo(e; ~ Eley))

i=1 j=1

= 23 3 El(e: ~ Elei)(e; ~ Ele;))]

i=1 j=1

K
1 1
= E Cov(e;) + e E Cov(e;, e;)
i=1 i#j

K
— % Z Cov(e;) + % Z (Cov(ei,ej) + COV(ei,ej)T)
i=1

1<i<<K
1 < 2
=3 Z Cov(e;) + e Z Sym(Cov(e;, €;)), (29)
i=1 1<i<<K

where Sym(A) := (A + AT)/2. Noting that only the symmetric part of Cov(&) contributes to the second-order expansion,
and it only appears through quadratic forms and trace operators, so we replace each Cov(e;, €;) by its symmetric part
Sym(Cov(e;, e;)), yielding a factor of 2 when summing over ¢ < j. Using (29) for both = and y, we can write the pooled
covariance difference exactly as

Cov(e(y)) — Cov(e(x)) = % > (Cov(ei(y)) ~ Covles(x)
+ % > Sym(Covlei(y), e;(y)) — Covles(x), e5(x)). (30)
1<i<j<K

15
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Recall e;(x) = u; and e;(y) = W; +d;i fhgesect With d; = a;s;. Under the stated assumptions E[d;] = 0 and the independence
between {d;} and {u;}, all mixed cross-terms vanish. Based on Assumption 2.3, to complete this proof, we further assume
that the signed defect indicators {d;}X | exhibit at most weak spatial dependence, i.e., |Cov(d;, di1¢)| < pB(€) with
Y ¢s1 B(€) < 0o. We thus obtain for any i # j:

Cov(e,» (y)7 €; (y)) - COV(ei (x)’ €; (x)) = COV(di, d]) H’defect)u’gefect' (€29)
Similarly, for the diagonal term we have (cf. Proposition 2.4)
COV(ei (y)) - COV(ei (l’)) = Var(di) “defectl‘l’t—:lrefect =p Hdefectuc—li—efect' (32)

Plugging (31)-(32) into (30) yields

_ _ p 2
Cov(e(y)) - COV(G(.’E)) = E Hdefect/’l':irefect + ﬁ Z COV(di, d]) Ndefect“(—irefect' (33)
1<i<j<K

Under the mixing decay |Cov(d;, d;¢)| < p 8(£) and stationarity, the off-diagonal sum is bounded by

K—-1
> [Cov(di,dy)| < Y (K = 0)pB0),
1<i<j<K /=1

and therefore, in operator norm,

K-1
2
ICov(e(y)) — Cov(e(@))],, < (Ip( + 5 (K- f)ﬁ(@) ot idtect o = 2 Mbactoal B 3
(=1 ¢

where K¢ is defined in (18). In particular, if {d;} is independent across patches, then Cov(d;,d;) = 0 for ¢ # j and the
bound is tight with Kes = K. Moreover, under exponential mixing >, 8(£) < oo, we have Keg = O(K).

Repeating the same second-order Taylor argument as in Proposition 2.4 with e replaced by € yields, for each coordinate #,

1 p p
Aglobalﬁf ~ iugi—efectv2¢07l<0)p’defect : Kii:f = 2K " [Q(lj’defectﬂé'

Stacking £ = 1,...,d gives
p
Aglobal ~ m Q(Hdefect)'

Under the Proposition 2.4, Apps ~ § Q(fgefect)» hence

Aglobal R Aprs.

eff

Therefore,
lAprs|l2 = Kegt || Aglobal||2-

Under exponential mixing, K.¢ = ©(K), hence the patch-level shift dominates the global-pooled shift by a factor linear in
K up to constants, consistent with (11):

|Aprs|lz = K || Agloballl2 > || Aglobal|2s (35)
O

A.4. Existence of an optimal finite patch number K.

While Proposition 2.5 establishes that, at the population level, patch-wise aggregation amplifies the second-order defect
signal relative to global pooling, it does not by itself imply that using arbitrarily many patches is always beneficial. In
this subsection, we show that under finite-sample estimation and defect-power dilution at finer patch resolutions, the
signal-to-noise ratio admits a finite maximizer. Consequently, the patch advantage saturates beyond a certain granularity,
and an optimal finite patch number K* necessarily exists.

16
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Corollary A.3. Assume the setting of Proposition 2.5 and Proposition 2.4. For a K-patch partition, let the per-patch
embeddings be {e;(z)}X | and {e;(y)} X |, and define the patch-level population shift

=1
Aprs(K) = Eglds(ei(y))] — Epl¢o(ei(2))], (36)

which is independent of i by stationarity across patches. Let Apps(K) be its empirical estimator constructed from N i.i.d.
images per domain,

Bers() = £ 3 (L5 tufens) - 23 (23 dulensto). @)

i=1 n=1 i=1

Assume further that the defect signature may dilute with patch refinement: there exists a non-increasing function g : N — R
and a fixed direction v € R™ with ||v||s = 1 such that the defect vector satisfies

Hdefect(K) = g(K) v. (38)
Let Q(+) be the Hessian-induced quadratic map defined in Proposition 2.4, and define the defect strength
S(K) = ||Q(H’defect(K))||2’ (39)

Assume exponential a-mixing across patches within each image as in (16)—(17), and let K. (K) be defined by (18). Then
there exists a finite K* < oo such that the high-probability signal-to-noise ratio

_ | Aprs (K)|l2
| Aprs(K) — Apps(K)||,

SNR(K) := (40)

is non-increasing for all K > K* (with probability at least 1 — §). Moreover, if g(K) = ¢K~" for some ¢ > 0 and n > 0,
then for exponential mixing (Ko (K) = O(K)) we have

SNR(K) = é(\/NK%—Zn), (41)
and hence SNR(K) is eventually decreasing whenever 1) > 1, implying a finite maximizer K*.
Proof. By Proposition 2.4, the leading-order patch-level shift satisfies

Aprs(K) ~ £ QlHgetect (K)): “2)
Taking /> norms and using the definition (39) yields

[Aprs (K)|l2 ~

NI

S(K). (43)

In particular, under the dilution model (38), since Q(-) is quadratic in its argument,

S(K) = [|[Qa(E)w)], = 9(K)* | Q)] (44)
For each domain, define the per-image random vector
1 X 1 X
ZW(K) = 2> doleniy)),  ZT(K) = 23 do(eni()). (45)

Then (37) can be written as

- 1 1 &
Apps(K) = N Z ZY(K) - Z Z7)(K). (46)
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By the i.i.d. sampling of images, {z%’) (K)}N_, arei.i.d. across n (and similarly for ). Within a fixed image n, dependence
across patches is allowed and controlled by c-mixing.

Fix a domain (say y) and suppress (y) in notation. For each coordinate ¢ € [d], define the scalar patch sequence
Uz(g) = (bg,[(ei), 1= 1,...,K,
so that Zy(K) = % ZZK:1 UZ-(Z). By stationarity across patches and the covariance decomposition,
K
Var(Zy(K)) = Var( = ZU}“) = ZV& U+ S covul” U, 47)

K2
=1 1<i<j<K

Under exponential a-mixing, as in Step 4 of the proof of Proposition 2.5, there exists a summable envelope 5(t) such that

ICov(U”, US| <a2B(t), t>1, D Bt)<oo

t>1

where ai := sup, Var(Ui(e)) < oo. Substituting into (47) and summing by lag yields

o2 o2 K- 2
<%, 2% =% _
Var(Zy(K)) < 22 + 23 ; R (K" (48)
where K.g(K) matches (18). Consequently,
do?
C Var(Zy(K)) < — 2. 49
( ov( Z ar(Zy(K = K (K) 49)

Since {Z,,(K)}_; are i.i.d. across images, we apply a standard vector-valued Bernstein (or equivalently, coordinate-wise
Bernstein plus union bound) to obtain, with probability at least 1 — 4,

B iz”(m Bz, < O wrwov(zn(?)) log(1/6)

where Cy, C5 > 0 absorb universal constants and d U?zﬁ' Applying (50) separately to the real and generated domains and
using the triangle inequality, we obtain

log(1/9)
N Keg(K)’

IN

Cs (50)

log(1/9)

|Aprs(K) — Apps(K)||, < C N Ko (K) (1)
with probability at least 1 — 4.
Combining the signal estimate (43) with the deviation bound (51) yields, on the high-probability event of (51),
A K S(K N Keg(K
||APFS( ) — Apps(K)|l2 1 log(1/6)
Substituting the quadratic scaling (44) gives
N K (K)
SNR(K) 2 g(K)? — 53
(K) 2 9(K) HQ(V)Hz log(1/3) (53)

If g(K) is non-increasing and Ko () is eventually sublinear or bounded (which occurs when patch dependence strengthens
as resolution increases), then the right-hand side of (53) is eventually non-increasing in K, implying the existence of a finite
K™ such that (53) holds for all K > K*.

Assume g(K) = ¢K " with n > 0. Then by (44), S(K) = ¢?K~27||Q(v)||2. Under exponential mixing, K.q(K) =
O(K), hence (53) yields

SNR(K) = é(\/N KHW),

which is (41). Therefore, if n > i, then % —2n < 0 and SNR(K) is eventually decreasing, so a finite maximizer K* < oo
exists. O
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A.5. Proof of Proposition 2.6

On the Gaussian surrogate in PFS space. Throughout the analysis, patch embeddings are assumed to be sub-Gaussian,
which is sufficient for the Taylor expansions and concentration arguments used in Propositions 2.4, 2.5 and Theorem 2.7.
In Proposition 2.6, we additionally adopt a Gaussian surrogate in the PFS space to obtain a closed-form expression for the
population MMD under a Gaussian kernel.

This surrogate should be understood as a moment-matched analytic approximation: the true PFS distribution is sub-Gaussian
with controlled second-order statistics, and replacing it by a Gaussian with the same mean and isotropic proxy variance
preserves the leading-order dependence of the MMD on the mean shift. Importantly, our conclusions rely only on the
positivity and monotonic increase of the MMD with respect to || Aprg||2, which holds beyond the exact Gaussian case.

Proof. We prove (12), and the positivity and monotonicity claims in (12).

Recall the definition of our gaussian deep kernel in 4:

|z9(x)2—72Ze(y)llz> = ky(Zo(x), Zo(y)),

where Zg(z) € RE*4 is the Patch Signature Field. Here | - |2 denotes the entry-wise Euclidean norm of the field (i.e., the
£5 norm after flattening), which coincides with the Frobenius norm on REXd Thys k. is a Gaussian RBF kernel on the
ambient Euclidean space RX*? (equivalently R¥9).

FIRE

Define the (random) feature fields induced by Zy:
X :=Zg(x), x~TP, Y :=Zo(y), y~Q,

and similarly X’ := Zy(z") for an independent copy =’ ~ P and Y’ := Zy(y’) for an independent copy y’ ~ Q. With this
notation, the population MMD under k,, admits the standard expansion

MMD?(P, Q; k) = E[k, (X, X)] + E[k, (Y, Y")] - 2E[%,(X,Y)], (54)

where X, X', Y, Y’ € REX4 and k. (A, B) = exp(—%).

To obtain a closed-form expression under the Gaussian kernel k., on RE*d we adopt the following Gaussian surrogate for
the feature fields:
XNN(O,UgIKd), YNN(Az,UgIKd),

and similarly for independent copies X', Y’. Here Az := E[Zg(y)] — E[Zy(x)] € RE*? denotes the mean shift of the
Patch Signature Field, and I 4 denotes isotropic covariance under the entry-wise Euclidean structure of R¥>¢. In particular,
if each patch undergoes the same PFS mean shift Apps € RY, then Az = 15 Appg and hence | Az |3 = K||Aprs||3.

Moreover, if patch embeddings are o.-sub-Gaussian (Assumption 2.2) and the mapping ¢y is locally Lipschitz (Assumption
A.1) on the typical embedding region £ with constant

Ly :=sup||Js(e)[lop < o0,
ecé

then the PFS features admit the sub-Gaussian proxy bound o, < Lgo, (hence 03 < Liog). Under this surrogate, the

expectations in (54) reduce to Gaussian integrals in R%. In the following steps, we will compute each expectation in (54)
explicitly.

Step 1: Compute the self-terms E[%., (X, X")] and E[k, (Y, Y’)]. LetX, X’ gk N(0,0%1 ) and define § := X —X'.
Then § ~ N (0,202 ) and

£le, 0%, - B 21

22
_ 19113 —Kd/2 (0 2\~ Kd/2 19113
7/RK[] exp( 5 (2m) (203) exp g dé
1 1
= (2 —Kd/2 9 2 7Kd/2/ o 2 dé.
(2m) K220 K [ (<1815 (55 + 153 ) ) 48 53)
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Define
1 1
A= <’Y2 + w) Ixa,
so that
1 1 1
2 T
— 4+ — ) ==6"46.
1012 (572 + 353 ) = 59749
Hence
1
E[k, (X, X')] = (2r) K4/2(202) - Kd/2 / exp(—25TA5> dé. (56)
RKd

Using the Gaussian integral identity
/ exp(—3u' Au) du = (2m) /214|712
REd

we obtain

E[ky(X,X)] = (202)K4/2 | A|71/2, (57)

Since A = cI 4 with
1 1 ? 4 2072
c= S+ 55 =Lt
0 202 20Zy

we have |A| = &% and |A|~'/2 = ¢~ K /2, yielding

20_2,_)/2 Kd/2 72 Kd/2
Elk, (X, X)] = (202) Kd/2 [ ==z _ S — .
(%X, X)) = (202) 7?2 + 202 7% + 202

Therefore,
Kd
, ,y2 2

Let Y,Y' "X N(Ag, 0%1x,) and define 8" := Y — Y’. Then &' ~ N(0,202I,) (the means cancel), so the same
calculation as Step 1 yields
2 5

E[ky(Y,Y')] = (M) . (59)

Step 2: Compute the cross-term E[k,(X,Y)]. Let X ~ N(0,02Ixq) and Y ~ N(Az,0%Ik4) be independent.
Define  := X — Y. Thenn ~ N (—Agz,20%I ) and

E[k,(X,Y)] = E, exp <_ nl%)

22
I3 —Kd/2 (0 2\—Kd/2 In+ A3
= ‘/]RKd exp(—w (27T) / (202) / exp _T d'r], (60)

where A := Ag for brevity. Expanding ||n + A2 = |02 + 2n " A + || A||2, the exponent becomes

Inll3  lm+ A3 1,1
e f=—(gm Tz Inlk

22 402 292 402
1o, 1Al
——n A-—=. 61
202 402 D
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As in Step 1, set

1 1 1
A=|—=+-—7|1I b:=—A
(72 + 20_2> Kd) 20_3 )

z

so that

1 1 2 L+ L T T
(= +—= ——n'A=—Zn"An—0bTn.
(272 + 4(72) Imll3 202" 5N An—bn

Plugging into (60) gives

Al3 1
Euwcx;yﬂ::(mg—KWQQJQ—Kdﬂexp(—”&AQ)jﬁmfmp<—27ﬂvh7—an)dn. (62)
Using
%nTAn +b'np= %(n + A7) TA(n + A7) — %bTAflb,
we obtain
/ exp 1 N An—>b'n)dn=exp leAflb / exp 71(17 + A7) T A+ ATM) ) dn
REKd 2 2 REKd 2
= exp@bTAlb) - (2m) K42 4|7 1/2, (63)

Substituting (63) into (62) yields

2
E[k,(X,Y)] = (202)K4/2|4|71/2 exp< Al + 1bTA1b) . (64)

402 2

As before, A = cl g4 with
7 +202
20242
SO

2 Kd/2
(203)7Kd/2|A|71/2 _ (203)71@/204@/2 _ ( _ Y > )
v2 + 202

2024°

: -1 _1 _
Since A™" = ZIxq = 71307

Iggand b= #A, we have
z

T 2.2
_ 1 202y 1
T A—-17 _ A z A
bAb<%?> Q“ﬂﬁhﬁ(%ﬁ)

2

2 2
=———|A|5. 65
202(72—1-203)” I2 ©5)
Therefore
Al 1,7, A3 7 2
———=+ b AT b=— A
402 Ty 402 +4ag(72+203)” Iz
A3
2(y2 +202) (66)
Combining the prefactor and exponent yields
2 5 2
g Azl
Elky(X,Y)| = | —— ——— . 67
Y= (i) oozt ta “
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Combine the three terms. Substituting (58), (59), and (67) into (54) gives

Kd
2 = A H2
MMD2(P.Q: k) = 2 _r 1— _M
. Qi k) (v2+20§> [ eXp( 2(v2 +202) ) |’

Since Az = 1xAppg, we have |Az||2 = K||Aprg||3. Hence,

Kd

2 2 2
gl K[| Aprs|l3
MMD?(P, Q; k) = 2 1_ _ ’
B ko) (72 ) [ eXp( 2(72 4 202)
which proves (12).
Kd
2

>0andt:= ||APFS||2 > 0. Then

Positivity and monotonicity in ||Aprg|2. Leta := (72172203)

MMD?(P, Q; k) = 2a (1 — /0742020
Ift > 0, then e—t /2(*+202) ¢ (0,1) and hence MMD? > 0. Moreover,

)

L] (1 _ 64?/(2(7%205))) ) N A
dt v? 4202 ~

with strict inequality for ¢ > 0. Hence, positivity and monotonicity are both proved. O
A.6. Proof of Theorem 2.7 (Finite-Sample Detection Guarantee)

2
Lemma A.4 (Transformation of exponential concentration inequality in (Gretton et al., 2012)). Let MMD,, denote
the unbiased U-statistic estimator and MMD? be the population quantity. According to the Theorem 7 in (Gretton et al.,
2012), there exists an absolute constant ¢ > 0 such that for any € > 0,

_— 2 MN
Pr( MMD, — MMDQ‘ > s) < 2exp <—052M — N> (68)
Equivalently, for any § € (0, 1), with probability at least 1 — 0,
‘MMD MMDQ’ <o (2 4+ 1) 0g2 (69)
MTN) %S

where C' = \[ is an absolute constant (depending only on the kernel bound).

Proof. We show the transformation (68) = (69) step by step.

According to the Theorem 7 in (Gretton et al., 2012), we want the right-hand side of (68) to be at most §. So we set

MN
2exp(052M+ N> =4.

Divide both sides by 2 and take log;:

AI+N

Multiply by —
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LetC := \% Then

Plugging this choice of € back into (68) gives

(‘MMD —MMD2’ >C\/<J\14 N)log?) <6,

which is exactly (69). O]

Theorem 2.7. Let S, = {x;}M, P and S, = {y]} N | be test-image set. Let \ = v* + 202. Forany ¢ € (0,1), with
probability at least 1 — §, the bounds (13) and (14) hold

Proof. By Lemma A.4, for any ¢ € (0, 1), with probability at least 1 — 4,

2 9 ‘ 1 1 2
. _ . <
MMD,, (S;, St; k) — MMD*(P, Q; k) C M N log — 5 (70)
We will use C; and Cs to allow different absolute constants in the two cases.

i.4.d

Case I: Real test image (S; ~ P). If S, ~ P and.S; ~ P, then the two distributions are identical, hence

MMD?(P, P; k,,) = 0.

—2 ——2
MMD,, (S, S; k) = MMD,, — MMD?(P, P; k,,).

1 1 2
<
Cl\/<M+N)log5

Therefore, on the event (70),

—2 —2
MMD, (S,, S¢; k) = |MMD,, — MMD?(P, P; k)

which is exactly (13).

Case II: Generated test image (S; i Q). Define

2
A= MMD?*(P,Q; k), B := MMD,(S,, S¢; ko) — MMD?(P, Q; k,,).

Then by construction,
2
MMDu(STaStakw) =A+B. (71)

Since B > —|B| always holds; adding A to both sides gives the elementary inequality
A+B > A—|B|

Applying this to (71) yields

2 2
MMD,,(S,, S;; k) > MMD?*(P, Q; k) — ‘MMDU(ST, Sy; k) — MMD?(P, Q; k,,)|. (72)

On the event (70), we have

2 9 1 1 2
. . <
MMD,, (S;, S¢; k) — MMD (P’,Q,kw)’ C2\/<M N) 1Og6 (73)
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By Proposition 2.6 (population MMD under PFS mean shift) and letting A = +2 + 202, we have

N S K| Aprs|3
MMD (P,Q,kw)_2<)\> [1_exp(_%)] (74)

Substitute (73) and (74) into (72). With probability at least 1 — 4,

d
2 o\ & )
MMD,,(Sy, St; ku) > 2 (Z\) [1 — exp (K”AQI;F%)]

1 1 2
- 02\/(M + N) log 3 (75)

which is exactly (14). This completes Case II and the proof. O

Corollary A.5 (Separation of empirical MMD for real vs. generated images). Let S, = {z;}}, " Pbea reference set
2

of real images, and let S; be a test-image set. Consider the empirical statistic mu (Sy, St; kw) defined with the deep
kernel k.

Fix any ¢ € (0,1) and define

enn(0) = C\/<J\14 + %) log %

where C'is the constant appearing in Lemma A.4. Then, with probability at least 1 — 26, the two statements in Theorem 2.7
hold simultaneously. Consequently, whenever

MMD? (P, Q; k,) > 2ea.n(9), (76)

the empirical ordering
MMD..(5,, 52 k) > MMD.(S,,5®; k)
u Ty Mt ) vw u Tyt s vw
holds with probability at least 1 — 2.

Proof. We combine the high-probability bounds established in Theorem 2.7 for the real and generated cases.
By Theorem 2.7, for any 0 € (0, 1), with probability at least 1 — 4,

2
MMD,,(S,, Sy: ko) < enrn(5) if Sy ~ P,

and with probability at least 1 — 4,
——2
MMD,, (S, S; k) > MMD?(P,Q; k,,) — eprn(8) if S; ~ Q.

The two deviation events above each fail with probability at most . By the union bound, both inequalities hold simultaneously
with probability at least 1 — 24.

On this event, we have

2 2
MMD,, (S, S'Y; k) — MMD,,(S,, S; k.,)
Z (MMDQ(P, Q; /{w) — 5M,N(5)) — 61\/[,]\/(5) = MMDQ(P,Q; kw) — 25AI,N(5)-

Therefore, if condition (76) holds, the right-hand side is strictly positive, which yields the claimed empirical ordering.

Interpretation. Since ey n(0) = O <\/(1/M +1/N) log(l/é)) , for any fixed population gap MMD? (P, Q; k,,) > 0,
the separation condition (76) is satisfied once the sample sizes M, N are sufficiently large. O]
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B. Additional Experiment Setups
B.1. Details of Datasets
B.1.1. DETAILS OF IMAGE BENCHMARKS

ImageNet (Deng et al., 2009). We use the ImageNet real images and their corresponding synthetic counterparts released in
the DGM-Eval repository.! All images are provided following Stein et al. (2023), and are stored at a resolution of 256 x 256.
The set of generators includes ADM, ADMG, BigGAN, DiT-XL-2, GigaGAN, LDM, StyleGAN-XL, RQ-Transformer, and
Mask-GIT.

LSUN-Bedroom (Yu et al., 2015). Real and generated samples for LSUN-Bedroom are also taken from the same DGM-Eval
release.” The dataset (Stein et al. (2023)) provides images at 256 x 256; during preprocessing, we apply random cropping to
obtain 224 x 224 inputs. The generated images are produced by ADM, DDPM, iDDPM, StyleGAN, Diffusion-Projected
GAN, Projected GAN, and Unleashing Transformers.

GenImage (Zhu et al., 2023b). We additionally adopt GenImage, which is publicly available at:* According to Zhu et
al. (2023b), the real images are sourced from ImageNet, while the image resolutions vary across subsets. The generative
sources covered by Genlmage include Midjourney, SD v1.4, SD v1.5, ADM, GLIDE, Wukong, VQDM, and BigGAN.

B.1.2. DETAILS OF VIDEO CASE STUDY

OpenSora (Zheng et al., 2024). Recent progress in video generation has substantially improved the realism of synthetic
videos, raising new concerns about the trustworthiness of digital media. Since the proprietary model behind Sora* is not
publicly accessible, we instead employ Open-Sora, an open-source high-fidelity video generation framework with fully
released code and model weights as a practical stress test for evaluating generalization. Concretely, we randomly sample
3,275 videos from the OpenSora subset in the GenVideo (Chen et al., 2024b) benchmark. Each video contains 10 frames,
yielding 32,750 frames in total, which we treat as the OpenSora-generated video dataset. For preprocessing, we follow the
same pipeline as in the image benchmarks and apply random cropping to obtain 224 x 224 inputs.

MSR-VTT (Xu et al., 2016). As natural video data, we use MSR-VTT, a large-scale web video benchmark with diverse
content and comprehensive categories, widely adopted for video understanding and video-to-text tasks. For preprocessing,
we randomly sample 3,275 videos from MSR-VTT, and then randomly select 10 frames per video, resulting in 32,750
frames in total as the real set. We follow the same pipeline as the image benchmarks and apply random cropping to obtain
224 x 224 inputs.

B.2. Details on Evaluation Metrics

Al-generated image detection is inherently a binary classification task. Let TP (¢), TN(¢), FP(¢), FN(¢) denote the numbers

of true positives, true negatives, false positives, and false negatives when thresholding the detector score at t. Accordingly,

the true positive rate (TPR) and false positive rate (FPR) are
TP(t)

TPR(t) = WOESSNOE FPR(¢) =

FP(t)
FP(t) + TN(t)

The area under the receiver operating characteristic curve (AUROC). AUROC summarizes the detector’s ranking
quality by measuring how well positives are separated from negatives across all possible thresholds. Formally, it is the area
under the ROC curve obtained by plotting TPR(¢) against FPR(t) as ¢ varies:

1
AUROC = / TPR(FPR™'(u)) du,
0

where larger AUROC indicates better overall discriminability independent of a specific operating point.
The average precision (AP). Average Precision evaluates precision—recall trade-offs by aggregating precision over different

'https://github.com/layer6ai-labs/dgm-eval
https://github.com/layer6ai-labs/dgm-eval
Shttps://github.com/GenImage-Dataset/GenImage
*https://openai.com/index/sora/
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recall levels, and is commonly used when the positive class may be relatively rare. Let Precision(t) = % and
Recall(t) = TPR(¢). AP is defined as the area under the precision—recall (PR) curve:

1
AP :/ Precision(r) dr,
0

where Precision(r) denotes precision as a function of recall r along the PR curve.

The classification accuracy (ACC). Accuracy reports the fraction of correctly classified samples at a chosen threshold,
counting both true positives and true negatives:

TP + TN

ACC = .
cc TP + TN + FP + FN

Unlike AUROC/AP which integrate over thresholds, ACC depends on the selected decision threshold. Following (Ojha
et al., 2023), we adopt an automatic thresholding strategy during testing: the decision threshold is chosen to best separate
real and Al-generated samples according to the detector scores, i.e., selecting the operating point that yields the strongest
class separation on the evaluation split. However, we do not treat ACC as a primary metric for comparison because its value
can vary noticeably with the thresholding protocol and the underlying data characteristics (e.g., class prior, domain shift, or
how representative a small validation set is if used for calibration). In contrast, AUROC and AP summarize performance
across all possible thresholds, making them more robust and better aligned with practical deployment scenarios where the
preferred operating point may differ.

B.3. Details of Implementations

Main Experiments. Following prior works (Ojha et al., 2023; Liu et al., 2024), we use random cropping and random
horizontal flipping during training, and apply center cropping at test time, without additional augmentations. For the main
experiments, we adopt DINOv2 ViT-L/14 (Oquab et al., 2024) as the feature backbone to extract patch embeddings. To
balance detection accuracy and efficiency, we pool the patch embeddings with a patch size of W = 32 for computing
Patch Forensic Signatures (PFS). The PFS projection head ¢y maps each pooled patch embedding (dimension 1024) to a
bounded scalar score, using a lightweight feed-forward projection with hidden dimension 256, dropout 0.3, and a final tanh
activation. For training data, we follow the common cross-dataset protocol: ProGAN is used to train models evaluated on
ImageNet and LSUN-Bedroom, while SD v1.4 is used as the training set for the Genlmage benchmark and our OpenSora
case study. For reference data at test time, we use 3k real references that are strictly disjoint from the test split: for ImageNet
and Genlmage, we sample 3 images per ImageNet training class (3k in total); for LSUN-Bedroom, we randomly sample 3k
LSUN real images from a split disjoint from testing; and for the OpenSora case study, we sample 175 MSR-VTT real videos
disjoint from testing and extract 10 frames per video (1,750 real frames) as references. During training, we jointly optimize
the projection parameters ¢ and the kernel bandwidth ~. We train for 25 epochs with batch size 256 using AdamW (learning
rate 1 x 1074, 81 = 0.9, B3 = 0.99, weight decay 0.01), and initialize the scale parameter with o = 1.0. All experiments
are conducted on a server with an NVIDIA H200 GPU using Python 3.10.19 and PyTorch 2.9.1.

Figure 1. We compare a global image-level baseline and our PFS-based pipeline under the label-inversion stress test. For
data configuration, we build the toy benchmark from the ProGAN dataset by selecting the cat and dog categories from
each split. During training, we assign all real samples to cats and all fake samples to dogs, using 18,000 images per class
(18,000 real-cat and 18,000 fake-dog). The validation set follows the same configuration with 200 images per class. For
testing, we consider two settings. (i) Matched-label test: the same label configuration as training, with 200 real-cat and 200
fake-dog images. (ii) Label-inversion test: we swap the category composition while keeping the real/fake labels fixed, i.e.,
200 real-dog and 200 fake-cat images, to stress-test whether a detector relies on semantic category cues versus generation
artifacts. For model configuration, we use DINOv2 ViT-L/14 as the frozen feature extractor and take the [CLS] token as
the image representation for global image-level detector. On top of it, we train a lightweight two-layer classification head
(hidden dimension 256 with dropout 0.3) to predict a single logit, optimized with binary cross-entropy (BCE) loss. For
PFS pipeline, we follow the same patch-wise setup as in the main experiments: the image is partitioned into patches and
each patch embedding is mapped into the PFS space via the same projection head as in our main method. To obtain an
image-level decision, we additionally learn a lightweight attention (scoring) head with the same hidden dimension and
dropout, which outputs a scalar weight/logit for each patch and aggregates patch-level logits into a final image-level logit.
The entire model is trained with BCE loss under the same label setting as the Global baseline.
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Table 2. For variants w/o MMD, we adopt the same model configurations as in the toy experiment (Figure 1): a global
baseline that classifies from the DINOv2 [CLS] token, and a PFS-based model that aggregates patch-wise PFS scores via a
lightweight attention head, both trained with a BCE objective. For Global + MMD, we replace the BCE objective with an
MMD-based optimization on the image-level predictions: we take the global image logit for each sample and compute a
one-dimensional, pairwise MMD within each mini-batch between real and Al-generated sets, using it as the training signal.
Finally, to further isolate the benefit of PF'S modeling beyond a particular aggregator, we additionally evaluate alternative
patch-level aggregation schemes (e.g., mean/max/top-k pooling) in Appendix C.2, demonstrating that PFS consistently
outperforms global pooling under different aggregation choices.

Figure 4. For qualitative localization, we adopt a Grad-CAM-style visualization on the MDMEF detector. Given an input
image resized to 224 x 224, we extract DINOv2 ViT-L/14 patch tokens and pool them to a W =32 patch grid. We then
compute patch logits in the learned PFS space, and obtain patch-wise saliency by backpropagating the mean patch logit
to the pooled patch embeddings. The final patch importance is computed by combining the patch logit with the gradient
magnitude, followed by normalization and resizing to the image resolution for overlay visualization. For the global baseline,
we visualize an attention map derived from normalized DINOv2 patch-token magnitudes to provide a comparable heatmap.

C. Additional Experimental Results
C.1. Results on Additional Benchmarks

LSUN-Bedroom. As shown in Table 3, our method maintains consistently strong performance across diverse generators,
covering both diffusion-based models and GAN variants, indicating good cross-model generalization. In particular, we
achieve the best average AUROC on LSUN-Bedroom, while keeping the average AP highly competitive, suggesting that our
detection evidence transfers reliably beyond the training distribution.

Table 3. Detection performance (%) on LSUN-Bedroom. Bold numbers are superior results. We mainly compare training-based methods.

Models

Methods ADM DDPM iDDPM  Diffusion GAN Projected GAN  StyleGAN  Unleashing Transformer Average

AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC (1) AP (1)
CNNspot 64.83 6424 79.04 80.58 7695 76.28 8845 87.19 90.80 89.94 95.17 9494 93.42 93.11 84.09  83.75
Ojha 7126 7095 7926 7827 7480 7346 8456 8291 8200 78.42 8122 78.08 83.58 83.48 7953 7794
DIRE 57.19 5685 6191 6135 59.82 5829 53.18 5348 5535 5493 57.66 5690 67.92 68.33 59.00 5859
NPR 7543 7260 9142 90.89 89.49 8825 76.17 7419 7507 7459 68.82 63.53 84.39 83.67 80.11 7825
F-ConV 7659 7440 9353 92.16 8890 86.85 98.10 98.03 97.93 97.81 91.63 90.16 97.31 96.91 92.00 9091
MDMF 7467 6521 93.05 90.08 89.10 8452 99.85 9974 9991 9984 97.96 96.89 99.10 98.59 9338  90.70

GenlImage. Table 4 further demonstrates that our method generalizes well to Genlmage, which contains heterogeneous
sources ranging from proprietary engines (e.g., Midjourney) to various diffusion and GAN models, achieving the best
average accuracy among compared methods. We present the results of some baselines reported in (Zhu et al., 2023b),
including DeiT-S (Touvron et al., 2021), Swin-T (Liu et al., 2021), Spec (Zhang et al., 2019), F3Net (Qian et al., 2020),
GramNet (Liu et al., 2020b), and GenDet (Zhu et al., 2023a). Overall, the strong average performance across such diverse
generative sources highlights the robustness of our approach under real-world distribution shifts.

C.2. Full Results of Ablation Study for Core Components in MDMF

Table 5 reports the complete ablation results for the core components of MDMF on ImageNet, including global baselines
trained with BCE or MMD, as well as PFS-based variants. Beyond the default attention head aggregation (i.e., PFS-Attn-
BCE), we additionally evaluate several alternative ways of aggregating patch logits in the PFS space (mean, max, top-k) to
isolate the effect of PFS modeling and aggregation choice.

Two observations consistently emerge and align with our motivation. First, replacing global image-level pooling with
PFS-based patch evidence yields a clear improvement across generators, indicating that the cues for Al-generated images are
better captured as localized, artifact-sensitive signals rather than a single semantic-dominant representation. This supports
the view that modeling an image as a collection of patch-wise forensic evidence provides a stronger and more transferable
basis for real/fake detection than relying on global features.
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Table 4. Al-generated image detection performance (ACC, %) on Genlmage.

Models
Methods  Midjourney SD V1.4 SD V1.5 ADM GLIDE Wukong VQDM BigGAN Average
Training Methods
ResNet-50 54.9 99.9 99.7 535 619 98.2 56.6 52.0 72.1
DeiT-S 55.6 99.9 99.8 498 58.1 98.9 56.9 535 71.6
Swin-T 62.1 99.9 99.8 498 67.6 99.1 62.3 57.6 74.8
CNNspot 52.8 96.3 959 501 3938 78.6 53.4 46.8 64.2
Spec 52.0 99.4 99.2 497 498 94.8 55.6 49.8 68.8
F3Net 50.1 99.9 99.9 499 5000 999 49.9 49.9 68.7
GramNet 54.2 99.2 99.1 503  54.6 98.9 50.8 51.7 69.9
DIRE 60.2 99.9 99.8 509 550 99.2 50.1 50.2 70.7
Ojha 732 84.2 84.0 552 769 75.6 56.9 80.3 73.3
NPR 81.0 98.2 979 769 89.8 96.9 84.1 84.2 88.6
FatFormer 92.7 100.0 999 759 88.0 99.9 98.8 55.8 88.9
GenDet 89.6 96.1 96.1 580 784 92.8 66.5 75.0 81.6
DRCT 91.5 95.0 944 794 89.1 94.6 90.0 81.6 89.4
F-Conv 89.3 98.8 985 749 893 95.6 86.7 87.6 90.1
MDMF 83.5 99.4 992 794 924 97.6 89.7 86.6 91.0

Second, while simple PFS-space aggregations (mean/max/top-k) already outperform the global baselines, the best perfor-
mance is achieved when PFS is further coupled with MMD optimization (i.e., ours MDMF). This suggests that the key is not
merely the pooling operator, but explicitly learning and comparing the distributional discrepancy of patch-level signatures,
which amplifies subtle, localized defects into a reliable macro-level detection signal.

Table 5. Detailed detection performance (%) for ablation study. Bold numbers are superior results.

Methods ADM ADMG LDM DiT BigGAN GigaGAN StyleGAN XL RQ-Transformer =~ Mask GIT Average
AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC(1) AP (1)
Global-BCE 86.89 88.01 8235 8334 86.53 92.80 80.15 89.00 9821 9834 9407 97.01 9370 96.81 94.89 9748 9446 97.20 90.14 93.33

Global-MMD 83.08 87.01 75.53 80.51 79.60 90.42 7222 8623 98.16 9859 9222 96.55 91.96 9642 93.66 9726 9236 96.65 86.53 92.18

PFS-Mean-BCE ~ 86.54 87.27 83.53 84.17 90.98 94.85 84.04 90.61 9939 9939 9799 98.74 97.04 9832 97.63 9858 98.63 99.07 92.86 94.56
PFS-Max-BCE 8326 84.82 80.07 8135 88.89 9441 8126 8992 9982 9984 9627 9824 95.06 97.65 96.30 9827 9798 99.06 90.99 93.73
PFS-Top-5-BCE  86.08 87.19 8292 83.84 9099 9539 8349 91.14 99.81 99.83 97.19 98.64 9599 98.09 9698 9855 9838 9923 92.42 94.66
PFS-Attn-BCE ~ 87.09 88.73 84.11 8554 9147 9576 8508 92.18 9990 9991 97.81 9897 97.06 98.61 97.69 9893 9872 99.41 93.22 95.34
MDMF 92.56 93.57 88.86 90.16 94.63 9735 88.89 94.48 99.93 99.94 98.99 99.52 98.76 99.41 98.84 9946 99.40 99.72 95.65 97.07

C.3. Full Results for the Effect of Patch Granularity

Table 6 reports the full results of the patch-granularity study corresponding to Figure 4(a), where we vary the pooled
patch size W € {16,32,56} and repeat each setting with five random seeds. Consistent with Figure 4(a), the results
exhibit a non-monotonic dependence on W, with intermediate granularity (e.g., W = 32) offering the best overall trade-off.
The multi-seed breakdown further suggests that overly fine partitions can introduce higher variability in the estimated
distributional discrepancy, whereas overly coarse partitions may miss sparse localized artifacts, reinforcing that effective
PFS modeling requires a balanced spatial granularity.

C.4. Full Results for the Robustness to Encoder Architecture

Table 7 provides the full per-generator results corresponding to Figure 4(b), comparing MDMF against the training-based
baseline F-ConV under different DINOv2 encoder variants (ViT-S/14, ViT-B/14, ViT-L/14, and ViT-G/14), reporting
AUROC/AP and their averages. Across all backbones, MDMF consistently improves over F-ConV, indicating that our gains
are not tied to a specific feature extractor and transfer reliably across encoder architectures and scales. Notably, MDMF
exhibits stable scaling behavior as the backbone grows, suggesting that PFS-based local forensic cues and distributional
comparison provide a more backbone-agnostic detection signal than global image-level modeling, which can be more
sensitive to semantic representations and thus less stable under architecture changes.
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Table 6. Detailed detection performance (%) for patch granularity.

Patch Size‘ ADM ADMG LDM DiT BigGAN GigaGAN StyleGAN XL RQ-Transformer Mask GIT Average
‘AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC (1) AP (1)

89.27 91.12 8445 86.86 92.55 96.46 85.16 9279 99.93 99.94 9839 99.27 9796 99.08 9827 99.22 98.99 99.56 93.89 96.03
89.85 91.50 85.41 8743 9261 9647 8583 93.02 99.92 99.93 9853 99.33 98.01 99.09 9835 99.25 99.08 99.59 94.18 96.18
W =16 90.56 92.20 86.07 8825 9321 96.78 86.37 9341 99.92 9993 98.62 99.37 9822 99.19 9842 99.28 99.07 99.58 94.50 96.44
90.77 92.23 86.26 8821 9333 96.81 86.69 93.50 99.93 99.93 98.69 99.39 98.19 99.17 9845 99.29 99.18 99.63 94.61 96.46
91.77 92.88 87.67 89.12 9410 97.11 87.74 93.94 99.94 9994 9884 99.45 9848 99.29 98.69 99.39 99.28 99.67 95.17 96.76

90.56 92.08 86.14 88.06 9340 96.80 86.38 93.32 99.93 99.94 98.61 9936 98.18 99.17 98.58 99.35 99.15 99.62 94.55 96.41
90.71 92.18 86.39 8823 9356 96.86 86.88 93.53 99.94 9994 98.67 99.38 9826 99.20 98.53 99.33 99.18 99.62 94.68 96.47
W =32 90.88 92.24 86.73 8838 9380 96.97 87.11 93.62 99.94 99.94 9871 99.40 98.34 99.23 9859 99.35 99.21 99.64 94.81 96.53
91.63 92.81 87.75 89.24 9395 97.06 8791 94.02 99.93 9993 9883 99.44 98.61 99.34 9875 99.42 9932 99.68 95.18 96.77
9256 9357 88.86 90.16 94.63 97.35 88.89 9448 9993 9994 9899 9952 98.76 9941 98.84 99.46 99.40 99.72 95.65 97.07

90.33 91.75 86.11 8790 93.14 9625 86.37 9295 99.93 99.93 98.66 99.37 98.19 99.16 98.52 99.25 99.17 99.61 94.46 96.19
90.47 92.02 8625 88.19 9328 96.60 86.51 9327 9993 9993 98.66 9930 98.19 99.09 9852 9924 9920 99.64 94.56 96.35
W = 56 90.62 9227 86.40 8844 9343 96.85 86.66 93.52 99.93 9993 98.69 9940 9822 99.19 9855 9934 9920 99.64 94.63 96.51
90.70 91.78 86.48 87.93 9351 96.28 86.74 9298 99.93 9993 98.69 99.40 9822 99.19 9855 99.28 9920 99.64 94.68 96.22
90.82 9197 86.60 88.14 93.63 96.55 86.86 93.22 99.93 9993 98.69 99.37 9822 99.16 9855 99.28 99.22 99.66 94.75 96.34

Table 7. Detailed detection performance (%) for different encoder architectures. Bold numbers are superior results.

Backbone ‘ Methods ADM ADMG LDM DiT BigGAN GigaGAN StyleGAN XL RQ-Transformer  Mask GIT Average
‘ AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC (1) AP (1)
VIT-S/14 ‘F-Con\/ 76.97 80.06 7098 7146 71.73 71.66 67.51 6848 86.07 8725 79.30 80.47 7871 7876 7876 79.64 76.54 77.36 76.28 77.24
‘ MDMF 78.68 79.90 73.46 7394 79.29 88.35 7195 8338 94.69 9542 86.07 92.60 81.23 8944 8411 9146 86.66 93.19 81.79 87.52
4 ‘F-ConV 86.66 86.93 81.16 82.44 8501 8536 7855 79.53 96.07 9626 9037 9042 9387 9449 9241 9332 9218 92.18 88.47 88.99
‘ MDMF 8696 88.15 82.68 83.83 88.65 94.13 82.10 9046 99.57 99.61 95.65 97.89 9449 9726 9471 9744 96.64 98.43 91.27 94.13
VIT-L/14 ‘F-ConV 9274 91.65 8851 87.67 88.87 8847 8594 8488 98.94 9898 98.14 9872 9852 9838 96.79 9633 9552 9538 93.77 93.38
‘ MDMF 9256 93.57 88.86 90.16 94.63 97.35 88.89 9448 99.93 9994 9899 99.52 98.76 9941 98.84 9946 99.40 99.72 95.65 97.07
4 ‘F-ConV 90.90 9251 8575 87.70 8749 89.17 8249 8459 96.59 97.08 9549 96.04 9638 96.70 93.96 9497 9449 9534 91.50 92.68
‘ MDMF  95.64 96.26 9320 94.10 96.65 98.39 9238 96.30 99.99 99.99 99.55 99.79 99.39 99.72 9943 99.74 99.73 99.88 97.33 98.24

ViT-B/1

ViT-G/1

C.5. Impact of Reference Size and Runtime Analysis

Table 8 reports the detailed detection performance and runtime on the ImageNet benchmark under different reference set
sizes R used in the test-time MMD scoring (Eq. 7). Importantly, R is independent of training: it only controls the number of
reference images used during inference when computing the MDMEF score for each test image. The reference images are
sampled from the ImageNet training split, strictly disjoint from the test split, to evaluate how R affects detection stability
and deployment cost. Overall, MDMF is largely insensitive to R: for a fixed seed, varying R from 1k to 10k yields nearly
unchanged AUROC/AP across generators, indicating that the PFS-induced distributional discrepancy can be estimated
reliably without requiring a large reference pool. From an efficiency perspective, although each test image must be compared
against R references, in practice we precompute and cache the PFS embeddings of the reference set, so the one-off reference
encoding cost is amortized and negligible at inference time. The remaining computation reduces to GPU-efficient matrix
operations whose arithmetic cost scales linearly with R, but is typically fast relative to feature extraction and is thus weakly
reflected in end-to-end inference time, which is dominated by backbone forward passes and instantaneous hardware load.
Based on this trade-off, we adopt R = 3k in our main experiments to balance efficiency with stable performance.

D. Detailed Visualizations

In the main paper, we present qualitative visualizations on ADM (Figure 5/ 6). Here we further report results on images
generated by ADMG, LDM, and DiT (Figure 7-9). Across these generators, we observe a consistent trend: the global
pooling baseline mainly attends to semantically salient regions (e.g., object contours and high-contrast textures) with similar
patterns on real and generated samples, suggesting limited sensitivity to sparse, localized artifacts. In contrast, MDMF
produces more localized activations on generated images and comparatively diffuse responses on real images, indicating that
patch-wise PFS evidence induces a stronger distributional discrepancy that can be leveraged for robust detection. Overall,
these cross-model visualizations support the generalization of MDMF and corroborate our claim that localized forensic cues
are suppressed by semantic-dominant global features but become salient under PFS-based distributional modeling.
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Table 8. Detailed detection performance (%) and runtime for different reference sizes.

Seed ‘RefSize ADM ADMG LDM DiT BigGAN GigaGAN StyleGAN XL RQ-Transformer ~ Mask GIT Average
‘ AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC AP AUROC (1) AP (1)

Runtime

R=1k 9247 9354 8874 90.11 94.60 97.34 88.81 9446 99.93 99.94 9899 99.52 9875 99.41 9883 99.46 9940 99.72 9561 97.05  718s

R=3k 9256 9357 8886 90.16 9463 9735 88.89 9448 99.93 9994 9899 99.52 9876 99.41 9884 99.46 9940 99.72  95.65 97.07  701s

Seed — 0 R=5k 9253 9356 8882 90.14 94.62 9735 88.86 9447 99.93 9994 9899 99.52 98.76 99.41 9884 99.46 9940 99.72 9564 97.06  776s
R=7k 9256 9357 8885 90.16 9463 9735 88.89 9448 99.93 99.94 9899 99.52 9876 99.41 9884 99.46 9940 99.72  95.65 97.07  616s

R=10k 9256 93.57 88.85 90.15 94.63 97.35 8890 9448 9993 99.94 9899 99.52 9876 99.41 98.84 99.46 9940 99.72  95.65 97.07  766s

R=1k 9051 92.06 86.09 88.04 9339 96.80 8636 9332 99.93 99.94 98.61 99.36 98.18 99.17 9858 99.35 99.15 99.62  94.53 96.40  705s

R=3k 9056 92.08 86.14 88.06 9340 9680 86.38 9332 99.93 9994 98.61 99.36 98.18 99.17 9858 99.35 99.15 99.62  94.55 96.41  734s

Seed — 42 R=5k 9055 92.07 86.13 88.05 9339 9680 86.38 9332 99.93 99.94 98.61 99.36 98.18 99.17 9858 99.35 99.15 99.62  94.55 96.41  744s
R=7Tk 9058 92.09 86.17 88.07 9341 96.81 8639 9333 99.93 9994 98.61 9936 98.18 99.17 9859 99.35 99.16 99.62  94.56 96.41  775s

R=10k 90.55 92.08 86.14 8805 9340 96.80 86.37 93.32 9993 99.94 9861 99.36 98.18 99.17 9858 9935 99.15 99.62  94.55 96.41  784s

R=1k 90.64 92.15 8631 88.19 9353 96.86 86.83 9351 99.94 9994 98.66 99.38 9826 99.20 9853 99.32 99.17 99.62  94.65 96.46  804s

R=3k 9071 92.18 86.39 8823 9356 96.86 86.88 9353 99.94 9994 98.67 99.38 9826 99.20 98.53 99.33 99.18 99.62  94.68 96.47  765s

Seed — 123 R=5k 9070 92.18 86.38 8822 9354 96.86 86.86 93.53 99.94 99.94 98.67 99.38 9826 99.20 9853 99.33 99.18 99.62  94.67 96.47  820s
R=Tk 9072 92.18 86.41 8823 9356 96.86 86.88 93.53 99.94 9994 98.67 99.38 9826 99.20 9853 99.33 99.18 99.62  94.68 96.48  825s

R=10k 90.70 92.18 86.38 8821 93.55 96.86 86.86 93.53 99.94 99.94 98.67 99.38 9826 99.20 9853 9933 99.18 99.62  94.67 96.47  828s

R=1k 9086 9223 86.72 8837 9379 9697 87.11 93.62 99.94 9994 9871 99.40 9834 99.23 9859 99.35 9921 99.63 94.81 96.53  809s

R=3k 9088 9224 86.73 8838 9380 9697 87.11 93.62 99.94 99.94 9871 9940 9834 99.23 9859 99.35 9921 99.64  94.81 96.53  845s

Seed — 456 R=5k 9089 9225 86.74 8838 9380 9697 87.11 93.63 99.94 9994 9871 9940 9834 99.23 9859 99.35 9921 99.64  94.82 96.53  846s
R=Tk 9088 9224 86.73 8837 9380 9697 87.11 93.62 99.94 9994 9871 9940 9834 99.23 98.59 99.35 99.21 99.64 9481 96.53  824s

R=10k 90.88 9224 86.73 8837 93.80 9697 87.11 93.62 99.94 99.94 9871 99.40 9834 99.23 9859 9935 99.21 99.64  94.81 96.53  995s

R=1k 9180 9292 8799 89.40 9408 97.11 88.14 9411 99.93 9993 98.86 99.46 98.64 99.36 9877 99.43 99.33 99.68 9528 96.82  827s

R=3k 91.63 9281 8775 89.24 9395 97.06 8791 9402 99.93 99.93 98.83 9944 9861 99.34 9875 99.42 9932 99.68  95.18 96.77  878s

Seed — 7890 R=5k 9163 9282 8776 89.25 9396 97.07 8791 9402 99.93 9993 98.83 9944 98.61 99.34 9875 99.42 9932 99.68  95.18 96.77  775s
R=T7k 9160 9279 8771 89.21 9393 97.05 87.87 9400 99.93 99.93 98.82 9944 98.60 99.34 9875 99.42 9931 99.68 9517 96.76  833s

R=10k 9160 9279 87.71 8921 9393 97.05 87.86 94.00 9993 99.93 9882 99.44 98.60 9934 9875 9942 9931 99.68  95.17 96.76  925s

Global MDMF (ours) Global

Figure 6. Qualitative visualization on ADM. We compare real images and category-matched generated images, visualizing the responses
of a global pooling baseline versus MDMEF. Warmer colors indicate higher predicted likelihood of being fake.
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Global MDMEF (ours)

Figure 7. Additional qualitative visualization on ADMG. We compare real images and category-matched generated images, visualizing
the responses of a global pooling baseline versus MDMF. Warmer colors indicate higher predicted likelihood of being fake.
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Figure 8. Additional qualitative visualization on LDM. We compare real images and category-matched generated images, visualizing
the responses of a global pooling baseline versus MDMF. Warmer colors indicate higher predicted likelihood of being fake.
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Micro-Defects Expose Macro-Fakes: Detecting AI-Generated Images via Local Distributional Shifts

MDMF (ours)

MDMF (ours)

Figure 9. Additional qualitative visualization on DiT-XL-2. We compare real images and category-matched generated images,
visualizing the responses of a global pooling baseline versus MDMF. Warmer colors indicate higher predicted likelihood of being fake.
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